
january 
strike one...
The U.S. Supreme Court rejects 
Michigan’s request for a preliminary 
injunction to force lock closures and 
other actions by Illinois, USACE, and  
the MWRD to prevent the movement  
of Asian carp into Lake Michigan.

The same 
day, USACE 
announced 
that Asian carp 
eDNA had 
been found in 
Lake Michigan’s 
Calumet Harbor.
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abbreviations used

eDNA 	 Environmental  DNA

usace 	 U.S.  Army Corps of  Engineers

usfws 	 U.S.  F ish and Wildl i fe Ser vice

idnr 	 I l l inois  Depar tment  
of  Natural  Resources

cssc 	 Chicago Sani tar y and Ship Canal

caws 	 Chicago Area Waterway System
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AUGUST 
oh no!
Asian carp eDNA is detected for 
the first time above the 
Brandon Road Lock 
and Dam, only 10 
miles down-
stream of the 
electric barrier.

september 
here they come...
Asian carp eDNA is detected in the 
Des Plaines River and the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal, parallel to the CSSC 
and upstream of the electric barriers.

USACE considers constructing barriers 
to prevent Asian carp from passing 
into the CSSC during flood events that 
connect the waterways. 

november 
beyond the barrier
Asian carp eDNA is detected in  
the Cal-Sag Channel, upstream  
of the electric barrier.

december 
killing fish to save the lake
IDNR poisons a six-mile stretch of the 
CSSC near the electric barrier while it  
is shut down for regular maintenance.

One Asian carp is recovered downstream 
of the barrier, but experts suspect that 
others are killed but not recovered.

Michigan files a suit in the U.S. 
Supreme Court requesting an 
immediate closure of the locks as 
well as measures to permanently 
separate the Mississippi and 
Great Lakes watersheds as soon 
as possible.

february 
everything but 
the kitchen sink
The federal  
government releases  
a $78.5 million Asian  
carp plan, comprising  
both short- and long-term strategies, 
including electric barrier construction, 
eDNA monitoring, and research into 
new control methods and ecological 
separation. Immediate lock closures  
are not considered.

Michigan renews its motion for  
preliminary injunction with the  
Supreme Court.

march 
strike two...
The Supreme Court again rejects  
Michigan’s request for a preliminary 
injunction to close the locks between  
the Chicago Area Waterway System  
and Lake Michigan.

april 
and...strike three
The Supreme Court refuses to consider 
Michigan’s request to force USACE to 
create a permanent physical barrier 
between the Great Lakes and Mississippi 
River Basins.

This leaves USACE with the decision to 
separate the watersheds or not. They are 
expected to report their study of the issue 
in 2012.

may 
more poison, but no carp
Hoping to confirm or deny positive  
detections of Asian carp eDNA above  
the electric barrier, fisheries crews from 
USFWS and IDNR poison a two-mile 
stretch of the Lit tle Calumet River.

No Asian carp are recovered, but  
experts insist that this result is neither 
unexpected nor proof that no Asian carp 
have breached the barrier.

june 
live carp found!
A live bighead 
carp is netted  
in Lake Calumet, 
upstream of both 
the electric barrier 
and the O’Brien 
Lock and Dam.

USACE concluded that intermittent lock 
closures would have no meaningful  
impact on Asian carp, but recommends 
installing screens over the sluice gates 
at the O’Brien, Chicago, and Wilmette 
control structures.

july 
ship ‘em  
to china
Hoping to reduce 
invasion pressure on 
Lake Michigan, Illinois offers 
$2 million to help commercial fishers 
harvest 30 million pounds of Asian carp 
from the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers 
for sale in China.

Michigan takes its request for immediate 
lock closures to federal district court. 
They also ask that USACE be directed 
to expedite its study of measures to 
permanently separate the CAWS from 
Lake Michigan.

september 
introducing  
the carp czar
The White House 
names John Goss of 
the Indiana Wildlife 
Federation as its Asian Carp Director.

december 
can slow and steady  
win the race?
Michigan announces its intent to  
appeal after its third lawsuit is rejected 
by the Supreme Court.

USACE releases a plan for its water-
shed separation study. To the ire of 
conservationists, the plan suggested that 
measures short of physical separation 
may be considered and pushes the due 
date back from 2012 to 2015.
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january 
validation,  
but small comfort
Asian carp  
eDNA results  
are published  
for the first  
time in a  
peer-reviewed  
journal, 
Conservation 
Letters.

The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Cities 
Initiative and the Great Lakes  
Commission begin a study of  
ecological separation measures. 

The study will parallel USACE’s,  
but will be complete in January 2012,  
far ahead of the USACE study.

FEBRUARY 
defeated again
The U.S. House of  
Representatives votes against  
a bill that would force the closure of 
Chicago area shipping locks, preventing 
Asian carp from entering Lake Michigan. 
With bipartisan backing, major supporters 
plan to reintroduce the legislation within 
the following months.
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